RIGHTS

Reducing Reproductive and Sexual Health
Disparities among Latino Youth

Teen Birth Rates

After plummeting 34% between 1991 and 2005, the national teen birth rate
rose by 3% between 2005 and 2006 among 15-19 year old girls. (1)

The national teen birth rate rose 2 % for Hispanic teens, 3 % for white teens
and 5 % for African-American teens.(2)

Nearly half of public high school students nation wide and in New York City
say they have had sex. (3)

At the national level, 51% of Latinas become mothers before the age of 20.
(4)

In New York City, more than half (52.4%) of all teenage mothers in 2001 were
Latina. (5)

Nationally, Latina teens were less likely than African-Americans and whites to
use a method of birth control at first intercourse. (6)

HIV/AIDS and STls

The data on HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted infections among Latino youth
are equally distressing and require urgent action.

Nationally, one-quarter of new AIDS cases among adolescents age 13-19
occur among Latino youth. (7)

In New York City, 90% of new HIV diagnoses in 2006 occurred among
Hispanic (87%) and African-American (81%) men who have sex with men and
are under 20 years of age. (8)

The primary mode of exposure for Latino male and female adolescents is sex
with HIV positive males. (9)

Nationally, 15-24 year olds account for nearly half of all new STIs. (10)

Latino and African-American youth have disproportionately high STl rates. (11)
Latinos (48.3%) were less likely than white (55.8%) and African-American
students (64%) to have used condoms during their last sexual intercourse.
(12)

While most STls can be successfully treated, 70% of sexually active teens are
not tested. (13)

If left untreated, STls will continue to be spread to others and can lead to
reproductive cancers, infertility and other adverse health outcomes. (14)

Access to Information and Services

Latino and white youth are less likely to talk about HIV/AIDS with an adult or
family member than are African-American youth. (15)

Nationally, most sexually experienced teens have never discussed sexually
transmitted infections with a health care provider, although most report
having been taught about HIV/AIDS. (16)

Fewer Latino (81%) and African-American students (86%) report being taught
about HIV/AIDS in school than non-Latino whites (91%). (17)

Latino youth also have less access to health care coverage and services. For
example, one in four Latino children lack health insurance. (18)

Uninsured Latino youth (47%) are more likely than uninsured non-Latino
whites (27%) to not have had a health care visit in the past year. (19)

In 2002, New York City Latino Youth had the highest school drop out rates
when compared to all groups. (20)
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